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REPORT

To the Stockholders of the Albemarle and GhesapeaJce Canal

Corapany

:

Since our last annual meeting the canals of the Company have

been in constant use, and the navigation has not been interrupted.

The excavation made through Blackwater Flats in 1869 continues

in good condition. It extends from the mouth of Black-

water Creek to a short distance below Ferebee's Island, in North

Landing River, near Currituck Sound, a distance of six miles.

The channel is only about forty feet wide at bottom, and the river

being from half a mile to one mile in width, it is necessary to mark it

by buoys and stakes, which are kept and maintained at the

expense of the Company. Lately many large rafts of timber have

passed through the river, carrying off all the stakes, and pilots

having no other marks to guide them, frequently run their ves-

sels aground.

A light house on Ferebee Island, and another at the upper end

of this channel, would be of great assistance to the pilots.

Small stakes cannot be seen at night, and to drive piles would

endanger navigation. The attention of the Light House Depart-

ment has been called to the deficiency of lights and buoys on the

channel. Application ha« been made to the Department for

two screw-pile lights, one to replace the light long maintained by

the Company off ^^ell's Island, and the other off Mackey's

Island, Currituck Sound. These two lights are very important

to the safe navigation of the Sound at night, and it is hoped that

Congress will make the necessary appropriation during the en-

suing year to enable the Light House Department to erect them.

SOUTHERN BRANCH ELIZABETH RIVER.

The Elizabeth River is navigable for vessels from Norfolk to

the locks of the canal, for vessels drawing eight feet water at

high tide The rise of tide averaging three feet, it is therefor*

quite impossible for vessels drawing more than/vg feet to go up to



4

tlie locks at low water, hence a delay of a few hours often occufS

in reaching the canal, interfering with the regular departure

of steamers from Norfolk. To make this channel sufficient at

low water will require an improvement of the river, and it is

hoped the recommendation made by the United States Engineers,

who are now making an instrumental survey of the river, will

induce Congress to make the necessary appropriations for its im-

provement.
NORTH LANDING RIVER.

This river, from the end of the canal at North Landing, is

generally in good condition, and for vessels of ordinary length

sufficient for the purposes of navigation. The removal of a few

shoals and cutting off several points would improve the channel

for steamers of greater length and tonnage.

CURRIIUCK SOUND.

This beautiful sheet of water is ample for vessels draw-

ing from six to seven and a half feet, depending upon the

force and direction of the wind. Should the wants of the country

at any time hereafter, require the enlargement of the canal, it

would be necessary to improve the channel through this sound.

There has existed a shoal some half mile in length off Bell's

Island, where deep vessels have been detained during the preva-

lence of Northwest winds. The bottom being quite hard, when

vessels grounded it was found impracticable to haul tiiem off,

and the Company has caused a channel nine feet in depth to be

f)xcavated through it. Owing to the exposed location of the

work the Company's steam dredge was not deemed sufficient to

execute it, and the powerful machine of the Virginia Dredging

Company was secured to do it. The work is now completed, and

it is hoped that nn delny in tlu' naA'igatiDii at t.liat point will

ennue hereafter.

CEDAR l!AY.

The light house which marked the outi'ance to the channel

through Cedar Bay to the canal, liaving boon destroyed Inst

winter, has not been re-erccted. It is an important light, and

without it pilots find it ditFicult to enter the cj^nal at nigbt. It

was the inlcntirui of the C(nnpHny to repla(^e this light, bnl- \\

was suggested that the Light Houdf Engineer, seeing its impor-
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tance, would recomraend that it be replaced by a screw-pile atriid-

ture, capable of resisting' the sea, and of greater illuminating

power.

COINJOCK BAY.

The canal through Coinjock Bay has washed very much during

the past year, and the west bank is scarcely observable at high

water. It would be well to raise this bank several feet, so that

on a change of wind, when the current sets to the southward, the

water could not enter the canal except at Long Point. This

would reduce the velocity of the current through the canal, and

perhaps contribute to preserve its banks. Every effort to induce

vegetation on this section has failed, perhaps from the fact thai

for many years a larger portion of the bank has been subracrgf»d.

NORTH RIVER.

The southern terminus of the canal, connecting with Nortii

River which empties into Albemarle Sound,dredged out a few years

ago, may require some attention the ensuing year. During

a heavy blow from the Northward, when the current moves South,

it scours the canal below Coinjock Bridge to such an extent,

that the depth has increased from its original eight feet to

twelve feet in many places. The material thus washed out

having reached the river and lost the force of the canal current, is

deposited near the entrance and forma a bar, which at lew water,

riuiy be an obstruction to navigation. The use of a ^Iredgo

may be required to restore it to the necessary depth.

VIRGINIA CANAL.

The northern section of the canal in V'irginia, witli the ex-

ception of the middle division, and that part lying through a

sandy soil between Great Bridge and the locks, received and re-

(|uirod but little attention during the past j'^ear. Near Joliff's

and Old's Point, sovcral land slides through a sandy cut had to

be removed and deepened, Below^ Great Bridge, for the same
reason, the services of the dreilge were required for some time.

This portion of the canal, loss than half a mile in extent, has copt

more for repairs than the entire canal in Virginia. The exeava-

t ion being through a ridge of sand, to preserve a suitable slope

will require an enlargement of the prism of the canal, [t would

perhaps be proper to place sheet-piling for a considerable distance,
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^nd cover the slope of the bank with muck, so as to induce vege"

tation, which has proved the best barrier to resist the action of

the water displaced by the passage of steam vessels. The bank

in the middle and first section of this canal is so high that our

steam dredge cannot deliver over it the excavated material, and

the labor to trim it back, greatly enhances the cost of the work

;

it has been suggested to build a fioating-boom derrick as

a remedy against such an expenditure. An elevated railway

would answer perhaps ; but is attended with considerable expense

in the preparation of additional mud-buckets and pontoons for its

movement. A new steam dredge, with the improved elevated

and extended crane, would be the most expeditious and tlio

cheapest mode; but the cost of such a machine it) greater than

the resources of the Company will justify at this time.

CAROLINA CANAL,

With the exception of that portion through Coinjock Bay,

me;;.tioned in the first portion of this, report, the Carolina Canal

is in good condition. That part of it from Church Island Pv,oad

to the southern end, with the exception of a. short space near|jthe

bridge, requires the removal of the heavy trees and bushes which

have grown on the west side of its banks. The vegetation

has preserved the canal from abrasion, and its condition to resist

the action of the water cannot be improved. To prevent the larger

growth of trees, it may be desirable to cut them the present winter.

BRIDGES.

The bridges over the canal have demanded considerable atten-

tion during the past year. All our bridges having been destroyed

during the war, they were replaced in a great hurry with inferior

lumber, and consequently they decayed rapidly. Bridge No. 1

(Great Bridge), was replaced last year, and lately,'Bndge No. 3

(Coinjock), has been entirely renewed. No. 2 (North Landing),

ia now being rebuilt. Were the means of the Company sufficient,

it would perhaps be economy to renew thorn with iron structures

and stone piers.

LOCK.

The Lock has worked well, and from its peculiar constrnction,

so well adapted to the trade, rafts half a mile in length pass



through it without being disconnected. The time and expense

saved to lumbermen by this arrangement is appreciated by them.

The gates which have been in use ever since the construction of

the canal have had slight repairs during the past year ; but are

now in a questionable condition. Arrangements have been made

for building two pairs ; and, if, on taking the others out, it is found

that by repairing that portion above water, and the part more ex-

posed to decay, they can be repaired, they may be restored with-

out very great additional expense. It is proposed at the first

favorable opportunity to build gates of iron, as being more

durable. As no Iron Lock Gates are used on the canals of this

country we shall, if we introduce them, be the pioneer in this,

as we have been in so many other improvements.

STEAM NAVIGATION.

This canal is the only one in this country on which steam

is used exclusively. The Legislature of the State of New
York, at its last session, offered a reward of one hundred

thousand dollars ($100,000) to any party that would introduce

steam as a motive power on the Erie Canal, in a manner that

would prove as economical as horse-power, and attain a higher

rate of speed. Such a large reward has stimulated the inventive

genius of our people, and hundreds of plans have been suggested,

not one of which, to this time, has accomplished greater results

than are now obtained on this canal.

When the Albemaile and Chesapeake Canal was projectec!

as a steam canal, wiih no toio-path, its projectors were locLred

upon as visionaries. The result of their labors has proved the

soundness of their judgment. More than 35,000 vessels have

passed through their canal, propelled or towed by steam, no

animal power having been used.

INLAND NAVIGATION.

The inland navigation, extending from the sounds of North

Carolina to Baltimore, Philadelphia and New York, continues to

attract the attention of shippers. Efforts are being made to in-

dace capital to embark in the establishment of a steam tow-boat

line, with suitable barges, to run from all portions of eastern

North Carolina and Virginia to Norfolk, thence, by inland route,

to the great Atlantic cities. It is believed the expense of trans-



portatioii can be reri need below thai of s.-iil vessel;^. The great,

increase of the traffic in lumber, railroad tie^, .sliingleR, staveM,

corn, naval stores, telegraph poles and heavy ores, makes the

establishment of such a line a necessity.

During the past year many enterprising lumbermen have pui-

chaaed largely of timbered lands in Eastern North Carolina, bor-

dering on the creoks and rivers, and have gotten out a vast

quantity of mill timber, which has been rafted to the North.

This business is destined to create a revolution in the lumber

trade. The towing through the sounds and up the Chesapoake

Bay has been done with economy and safety; in fact, the loss has

been far less than that on the Susquehanna river.

THK COMMERCE.

The business of ihe canal has steadily increased—not so rap-

idly as wo could wish—but still there has been a steady increase,

notwithstanding there has been no addition to the population

of the country. Immigration has not set in. The Northwest

still continues to attract foreigners. Until some concerted movo-

nicut is made to induce immigration to the South, its superior

advantages in climate, soil and markets, will not be appreciated.

Fyastern North Carolina presents inducements to settlers which

need only to bo known to prove attractive. The country adjacent

to this canal embraces a territory as large as all the New Eng-

land States together, excepting Maine, and has a navigation ex-

cecuing eighteen hundred miles in extent, offering easy and rapid

communication to the principal markets of the country. If these

facts were known to the emigrant, the population of this section

would be augmented to double its present number before another

decade.

The increase in cotton during the past year has been 9,562

bales ; fish, 5,924 barrels; peas and beans, 3,167 bushels
;
potatoes,

7,215 bushels ; wheat, 987 bushels ; timber and sawed lumber,

674,593 feet; shingles, 15,529,400; staves, 134,000; fresh

t^liad, 200,000; watermelons, 23,600.,

The following articles decreased : Naval stores, 5,256 barrels
;

corn, 64,700 bushels; railroad ties, 11,824; wood, 5,252 cords.

There has been a considerable increase in articles not hereto-

fore ])a,rt)cularly mentioned, viz., juniper, poplar and beach logs,



rafts, 49; 1,967 cords; peaches, 8,335 boxes; passengers, 3,813.

The number of vessels going north was 2,471 ; south, 2,429 ;

total, 4,900; composed as follows: Steamboats, 1,655; schooners,

944; sloops, 555; barges, 183; lighters, 1,030 ; boats, 483

;

total, 4,900.

THE REVENUE.

The tolls, north and south, last year were $47,662.56; this

fiscal year, $55,778.72; a gain of $8,116.16. The towing last year

was $10,567.61 ; this year, $8,806.77 ; making a loss of $2,760.79.

The Dismal Swamp Canal in its most prosperous year, 1853,

received for canal and road tolls only $45,119.16. At that time

there was shipped among other articles, 24,577 barrels fish

;

32,760 barrels naval stores ; 1,560,845 bushels corn, 63,364

bushels wheat ; 1,648,000 feet lumber and timber ; 5,700,000

staves, 43,500,000 shingles ; &c., &c.

When we consider the age of the Dismal Swamp Canal, it

having been constructed in 1787; having had nearly a century

to develop its trade, and not having, been injured by the late

war, we are agreeably astonished at the progress made by the

Albemarle and Chesapeake, in so short a time. The relative

amount of business may be observed by reference to the tables

annexed.

EARLY FRUITS AND VEGETABLES.

Norfolk County has of late years been a garden for New York

and other large cities, The rapid and frequent steam communi-

cation, centering at Norfolk City, has given great facilities for

the transportation of early fruits and vegetables to the Northern

markets. Such has been the rapid growth of this business that

to accommodate it steamships are daily departing for Baltimore,

Philadelphia, New York and Boston. Lands contigouous to the city

of Norfolk which before the development of this business, did

not command over ten to tvv'-enty dollars per acre, are now selling

from three hundred to one thousand dollars per acre.

The lands along the line of the canal in Virginia and those

upon North Landing Piiver and Currituck Sound, North Carolina,

convenient to navigation, may become equally as valuable, because

they can produce vegetation from five to ten days earlier than

Norfolk, and they possess facilities for reaching the market by

water, which is less expensive and better than land transportation,

2
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StafemeiU of Receipts and Dislnu'stnttiils of the Albfmarh and ('Iifsa-

peaJce Canal Co., for thefseal year ending September 30, 187i.

187i. To balance on hand as stated per annual account
30h September, 1870 $.5,2P1 27

To receipts from 30th September, 1870, to 30th

September, 1871, as follows :—
From Tolls $;r)o,'2Cy ir^

Towing 8,806 77

Rent of depot 4-13 75

Bank loan 3,934 (Ki

Interest 85 13

Mireof tugs, (fee 12,089 21

Percentage on toll orders oOi) 50

Uuitcd States tax reserved 262 51

71,400 39

§76,691 66

EXPENDITURES.
B.v pajd for attendance and repairs of bridges Nos. 1, ! and 3 .>«1,33!) 60

For attendance and repairs of locks 1,637 51

For labor, pile-driving, removing logs, &c 1,860 10

For removing shoals, dredging, and placing stakes, in-

cluding fuel for dredge r),Ml I 52

For attendance, Ac. (Coinjock Light Hous«) 81 93
For Coal and Oil for tow-boats $2,198 81

For repairs of tow-boats 6,686 28

For Wages and Provisions, tow-boats 6.000 92
— 15,186 01

For rent and repairs of depot and wharf 1,282 42

For coupons from first mortgage bonds 21,183 73

For stationery, printing, advertising, rcvcvme stamps,
traveling expenses ttc, also law fees. 1,336 90

For salaries of President, Auditor, Collector, Secretary

and Clerk 5.930 00

For Exchange National Bank loan 7,000 00

For Norfolk County Township tax on Company's land.. 36 15

Balance 10,902 79

• $76,691 66

To balance on hand §10,902 7w

Bills receivable 2,921 79

Currituck County bonds 1,300 00

$15,124 58

E. & O. E.
B. F. TEBAULT, Treasurer;

Norfolk, Va., 30th Septenber, 1871,
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Oppicfi OP THE Albemarle and Chesapeake Canal Company,

Norfolk, Va., October 26, 1871.

To the Directors of the Albemai'le and C'liesapeake Canal Company

:

Gentlemen :—I beg leave, respectfully, to report that I have

made a rigid examination of the receipts and expenditures made

by your Company during the last fiscal year, as presented by

the accounts of the Treasurer, and find them in all cases correct.

I again invite your attention, most urgently, to the suggestion I

made to you at the time of my last annual report, which was the

propriety of setting apart a portion of our annual earnings as a

sinking fund for retiring the bonds of the Company now out-

standing.

There is nothing that gives greater stability and character to a

company than an unflinching determination to pay its indebted-

ness, and the best evidence of this determination is the pledge

and actual deposit of a portion of its funds for that purpose.

Respectfully submitted,

A. C. POWELL, Auditor.

Stafrmnif nf Affaira nf flie Albemarle and Chesapeake Canal Compaiu/

Sepfemher RO, 1871.

Authorized Capital , *1, 500,0(10 00

LIABILITIES.

Stofik helfl bj- the State of North Carolina $3.50,000 00

Stock held by County of Currituck, N. C 44,000 00

Stock held by individuals 4it4,100 00

^SSS.IOO 00

Bills payable 2,776 Ify

Open accounts 1,080 00

Total liabilities $891,956 15

Liabilities as indicated ^891,956 15

First mortgage bonds issued 400,000 00

Total liabilities, including bonds . |l,291,956 15

ASSETS.

First mortgage bonds ($400,000), all issued

Currituck County bonds |1,300 00

Cash and bills receivable 13,824 58

Total assets , ...., , 815=124 5S
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Coinparat!re Statement of Tulh and Towing received during the years

ending oO^/i September
,
from ?,Oth September, 1865, to iiOth Septem-

ber, 1871.

TOLLS.

Y(i:ir ISCO. R(M;oi\0(l I'or yoar oiuliii,!.

" IStiT.
"

" 18(i8.

'• 1869. "

" 1870. •'

" 1.S7K'

.".Oth SepLeiiil.nr, imc, $tl,a46 51

1867 48,G82 01

1868 47,872 43

1869 45,073 60

1870 47,662 56

1S71 55,778 72

Total (oils for six voars. .$286,415 86

T0WIN<1.

Year 180(5. Keceived fur year er.diiii;- 30t,h Soiiteinlier, 1866 .. $9,241

1867.

1868.

1869.

1870.

1871.

1867 10,810 8:5

1868 10,398 14

1869 11,452 26

1870 10,567 61

1871 8,806 77

Total towing for six years $61,277 36

RECAPITULATION.

Receipts IVoiii tolls and towing for the years 18G1, '62, "63, 'C4 & "eS.^lCCSGe 19

year endinj; Sept. 1866 50,588 29

1867 59,492 84

1868 58,270 57

1869 56,525 80

1870 58,230 17

1871 64,585 49

Total fi-oni tolls and towing for 11 years ending 30tli Sept. 1871. ...$508,259 41

Reeeipts from other sources from 1861 to 1865, inolusiv6..$8,992 81

1866 to 1871, " .. 6,543 94 15,-536 75

Keceipta from all sources in 11 years

NoRi'OT.K, V'a., 3()th Sejitemhcr, 1871.

$,S23,796 10
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REPORT of Xilmber and CI<iss of Ve&seh passing throo.yli the

Albemarle & Chesapeake Canal, for the fiscal year ending 30th

/September, 1871.
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Lkl. of tSctam'jyti navijatinij the Albemarle and Chesapeake (Janal^ nwm-

hcr of passages^ and amount of Talk paid^ for the year ending

30th September, 1871.

NAME.

Astoria

Argo

Alias, Tug

Alpine

Alio

Adams, H. A

Brothers

Oygnet

Cannon, L G

Currituck

Coleman, I. D

Commerce

Chowan, Tug

Croatan, Tug

Clarion and Lighter

Carolina, N

Chamberlain, E

Dunn, Emma..

Dandelion, (U. S. Service).

.

Endeavor, (U. S. Service)..

Emma

Guy, Jas

Heliotrope (U. S. Service) .

Hitchcock

Hackensack

In Time (Yacht)

Carried lo\vard-

II

28

6|

33,

219

95

69

48

ST

165

73

9

33

46
j

24

3

1

2S

1

1

1

3,784 57

117 GO

4 20

241 05

247 25

288 4.3'

1,639 64

2,823 40

1,638 63

1,.3-J6 90

1,280 48

NAME,

Amount brought toward

Isis

Isadore.,

Louisa

Lynnhaven

Lumberman

Lane and barge

Minder, Ben

Olive

Pulver, P

Rotary

Roanoke (U S. Service)....

Rose

Reindeer (Tug)

ro 18 Rockaway

673 71 Rockwell, J. S

1,404 25
I
Seward (U. S. Service)

618 73 Stevens, E. A

234 00 Tulip (U. S. Service)

24 DC Townsend, Joe

819 80 United

60 00 Vernon. Mount.

60 00 Virginia and barge

24 30 Washington, Geo

84 5S Wave, Silver

21 00 Wcntz Mollic

1,027 $17,485 60

J, 027 $17.4«5 60

1

1

43

57

52

45

29

83

8

51
i

4i

i

•1

91

3

10!
1

li

"i
82

1

8

4

2

12

2

20

J6 50

8T 60

2.836 09

930 62

712 09

1,175 13

1,198 58.

1,411 9*

292 00

1,2.36 73

117 60

78 00

67 7S

181 90

100 00

56 00

624 00

662 02

357 92

144 51

63 14

60 83

68 00

205 92

Total I 1,570 $.50,1*) 38
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TOGETIIHR WITH THE

CHESAPEAKE E, DELAWARE CAYAL,
And DELAWARE <Si RARITAH CAl^AL,

Fciriu the (ireat [iilaiid Navig itioii Iroui

TO

NORTH CAROLINA AND THE SOUTH,
by Canals and inland navigation ior Steiuiboats, Sailing Vessels, &c.,

avoiding the dangers of Cape llatteras and the coast of

North Carolina—savintr time and insurance.

BtiyiiNS[@e(§ ©F LaeKS,

Albemarle and Chesapeake Canal,

Chesapeake and Delaware (•mal,

Delaware and Raritan Canal,

Erie, of New York,

Len^ith.
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